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President's Message 

Fugio (Latin: I Fly) is the caption on the obverse 
of the 1787 “Franklin” cent with another obverse 
legend “Mind Your Business” beneath a sun and 
sun dial. As the color-laden days of the 
Maryland autumn pass and another winter 
approaches, it seems to me as if the days are 
falling off the calendar as fast as the leaves off the trees. No matter how 
many irons I have in the fire at this time of year, I always take a leisurely 
and reflective break from “minding my business” to rake the sugar maple 
and oak leaves from the yard. Time does fly. After serving MSNA in this 
capacity for these past four seasons, I am definitely looking forward to 
another year serving as President. 

This past year in MSNA was marked with 
accomplishments and initiatives. We were 
able to attract and publish some very fine 
numismatic articles from our membership 
and hobby associates. Our 2010 
Distinguished Lecturer Series event was a 
success. Our initiative to build and field the 
MSNA website is now an on-going and 
maturing project. We began a time- 
consuming, detailed inventory and organiza¬ 
tion of our significant Maryland token collection. Many of the ways and 
means of doing things such as publishing the Maryland Numismatist, 
record keeping, and mailing were upgraded or enhanced. We will 
continue all the above endeavors into 2011 with the goal of being 
recognized and known as an asset by our members, associates, and the 
numismatic community at large. 

MSNA will have a website on the World-Wide-Web in 2011. At this 
time, our website (www.MDStateNumisAssn.org) contains a non¬ 
interactive webpage “placeholder.” Behind the scenes the designers are 
fashioning an attractive and functional website that will feature past 
issues of the Maryland Numismatist, member club information and 
forms, regional hobby news and events, convenience links to numismatic 
blogs, a store, user feedback comments, and more. I’ll keep you posted 
on when the website placeholder is replaced with the real McCoy. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Julian M. Leidman 

One of America's foremost dealers 
in rare coins 

Bonanza Coin 
940 Wayne Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Telephone (301) 585-1480 
Email: Julian@JulianCoin.com 


fm 
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Professional Numismatic Dealer & Consultant for over 40 Years 

What Have I Done? 

I have handled, developed and sold many of the finest rare coin 
collections in the country including: 

■ Rare Colonial issues, including several 1792 issues 

■ Assemblage of specialized collections of all early U.S. coins by 
die variety 

■ Sale of the Wilkison Gold Pattern Collection in 1973 

■ Participation as a bourse dealer at hundreds of local, regional 
and national coin shows and conventions 

■ Attendance at every major U.S. auction held since 1968, 
representing as many as 25 bidders at the same time 

■ Consultation to corporations, dealers, and collectors in order 
to develop, build and expand collections as well as being 
instrumental in the promotion of the numismatic hobby 

■ Recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Professional Numismatists Guild 


What Can I Do For You? 

With total confidentiality, I will tailor my services to fit your needs, and: 

■ Assist in the formation (or location) of any U.S. coin or 
currency collection 

■ Counsel collectors, dealers and corporations on any aspect of 
the numismatic business or hobby 

■ Act as personal representative for any numismatic transaction 
at a maximum commission of 10% 

■ Appraise collections or individual pieces on an hourly basis 

■ Assist in the orderly disposition of holdings at current values 




PNG 

Knowledge. Integrity. Responsibility. 



LM #664 
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I mentioned earlier the fine articles we were able to publish in the 
Maryland Numismatist. One of those articles, "Maryland Colonial 
Currency" (see the Spring 2010 - Volume 38 - No. 1 issue), was 
selected by our judges as the 2010 Best Article. The author, Scott 
Barman of Montgomery County Coin Club, won the $50 gift certificate. 
Congratulations to Scott and my many thanks to all those who submitted 
such fine reading. The 2011 Best Article contest begins with this issue. 
In closing, once the autumn leaves are all raked, please take a leisurely 
break from “minding your business” to read the Winter 2010 issue of the 
Maryland Numismatist. 

Board Notes by Simcha Kuritzky, Treasurer and Editor 

At the August meeting, the MSNA Board reviewed the successes of the 
last two years and decided to stay the course. There are five elements to 
our work now: sponsoring a competitive exhibit at a Whitman Show 
(next one is March 2011), sponsoring a talk by a distinguished scholar 
(Anthony J. Swiatek, 1997-99 President of the American Numismatic 
Association, is scheduled for June 2011), document and exhibit the John 
Henry collection that is in our custody, get the web site up and running, 
and fund our activities with a gold raffle. 

Speaking of the raffle, the Board voted at the annual meeting to keep the 
same prizes next year for both the raffle and exhibit competition, despite 
higher gold prices. The exhibit agreement and application are on pages 
23 and 24 of this journal. The exhibit prizes are a quarter ounce gold 
eagle, tenth ounce platinum eagle, and tenth ounce gold eagle. Even 
exhibitors who don't win will receive one ounce of silver. MSNA 
donated funds to the Association of Retarded Citizens, Children's Cancer 
Fund, and Gallagher Services. We are also donating about $50 worth of 
encased quarters and a set of 1988 MSNA bronze, silver-plated and 
silver medals to each of the 16 clubs that are in good standing and sold 
the raffle tickets we sent last year. The Board also approved buying a 
life membership in FUN, whose journal helps publicize our activities. 

MSNA would like to act as a clearinghouse for member clubs, such as 
providing speakers or presentations (on DVD or PC), serving as a liaison 
with the ANA, or providing expertise or even funding for a specific 
project. Let us know how we can best serve you. 
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Maryland Coin Exchange 

Free Appraisals - Top Dollar Paid! 
Professional Bank & Estate Appraisals 
Gold Coin & Silver Dollar Specialists 
Will Travel to Your Location 




Rare Coins, Currency, Stamps, Trusts, 
Fine Jewelry, Fine Art and More. 

Michael O'Higgins 

Since 1974 




Maryland Storefront: 

Maryland Coin Exchange 

8620 Georgia Avenue (by Colesville) 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

(301) 589-2278 Fax: (301) 585-2362 




Florida Storefront: 

Steib's Sales East Coast, Inc. 

800 W. Cypress Creek Road, Suite 530 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 
(866) 997-8342 / (954) 202-5858 




On Line: 

Gobrecht Numismatics 
www.mdcx.net / www.gobnum.com 
Toll Free Ordering: (800) 322-0098 
Customer Support: (301) 587-3742 




ANA Life Member 



Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


Also Members 

F.U.N., 

C.S.N.S., 

E.S.N.A., 

S.P.M.C. 
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Early Baltimore Elongateds 

by Russ Sears 

This article is based on an exhibit that was shown at the MSNA competi¬ 
tion at the March, 2010 Whitman Expo. 

About Elongated Coins 

The making of elongated coins, primarily as souvenirs of various events, 
began in 1893 at the Columbian Exposition, Chicago World's Fair. The 
majority of elongateds have been made on United States cents. How¬ 
ever, other denominations—even foreign coins and tokens—have been 
used as host coins. Early Baltimore elongateds on coins other than cents 
are very rare. 

Early elongateds were rolled using a jeweler's machine, usually used to 
press metal to a desired thickness. Later machines were designed speci¬ 
fically for rolling coins. Some machines are manually powered, but 
others run on electricity, making life easier for the roller. Elongated 
coins displayed only plain letters and numbers until about 1901. At that 
time, die engravers began cutting very detailed steel dies which included 
designs such as buildings and people. Dies are engraved incuse so that 
the design comes out as a positive image, similar to the way coin dies are 
made. Coins are rolled between two steel dies, one of which is usually 
smooth. There have been pieces rolled using two engraved dies resulting 
in an image on both sides. The only early Baltimore elongated coin with 
a design on both sides is from Stewart & Company. 

The catalog for these treasures is Yesterday's Elongateds by Lee Martin 
and Dottie Dow, first published in 1981 with a second printing in 2004. 
Catalog numbers refer to the Martin-Dow numbers. The four different 
elongateds featured in this article are the only Maryland pieces listed in 
the Martin-Dow book. Dow's earlier catalog The Elongated Collector, 
published in 1965, only lists the first three elongateds. 

Democratic National Convention 1912 (MD.bal-1) 

In 1912, the Democratic Party met from June 25 to July 2, 1912 at the 
Fifth Regiment Armory to select their candidate for President of the 
United States. Although Champ Clark was the leading contender going 
into the convention, the selection was Woodrow Wilson. Wilson served 
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as the President of Princeton University and as the Governor of New 
Jersey. On a local note, he received his PhD at Johns Hopkins 
University in 1886. He went on to win the presidency that year and 
served two full terms, though he was incapacitated by a stroke in 1919. 
The elongated shows a donkey standing right. The inscription at top is 
NAT. DEMOCRATIC CON. JUNE 25 * and at bottom is 

BALTIMORE, MD. 1912 *. 


ANNAPOLIS COIN and CURRENCY SHOW 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2) 
Annapolis, Maryland 21037 

2011 

Mar 27 • Jun 26 • Sept 11 • Nov 27 

Open: 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 

FREE ADMISSION FREE PARKING 

Sponsored By: 

CARL EARL OSTIGUY 

CEO COINS CURRENCY and TREASURES 
P. O. BOX 92, Savage, Maryland 20763 
443-623-7025 

E-MAIL: ceocoins@comcast.net 

Hosted By: 

The Colonial Coin Club of Annapolis 
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Knights of Pythias Convention 1913 (MD.bal-2) 

The Knights of Pythias was founded as a fraternal organization in 
Washington, D.C. in 1864. Its name was taken from an 1821 play by 
Irish poet John Banim about the youths Damon and Pythias who were 
such loyal friends, they were willing to die for each other. The society's 
motto is "Friendship, Charity and Benevolence" (F C B). More than 
1000 members camped in the Westport area, many of whom participated 
in a grand parade. Newspaper reports of this convention refer to the 
members as colored Knights of Pythias, though they are racially 
integrated (today most members are white). At the suggestion of 
President Lincoln, the Order of Knights of Pythias became the first 
American order ever chartered by an act of the United States Congress. 
The elongated shows crossed halberds behind a shield topped by a 
knight's helmet. It is divided in three sections, each with their own letter: 
F C B. Although the cent design does not indicate this, the F is on a dark 
blue background, C on yellow, and B on red. Above is K. OF P. 
CONVENTION around the top and 1913 over the shield. A ribbon 
below the shield has the word KNIGHTS on the left, OF below, and 
PYTHIAS on the right. Below is LUCKY CENT and BALTIMORE, 
MA. [sic]. 
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Fraternal Order of Eagles Convention 1913 (MD.bal-3) 

Originally called the Order of Good Things, the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles was founded by six theatre owners in Seattle, Washington in 
1898. Their purpose is to "unite fraternally in the spirit of liberty, truth, 
justice and equality, to make human life more desirable by lessening its 
ills, and by promoting peace, prosperity, gladness and hope". They 
currently have over a million men and women members throughout the 
United States and Canada. The Fraternal Order of Eagles takes credit for 
the establishment of Mothers Day as a national holiday (1904), providing 
needed political support for the passage of Social Security (1935), and 
distributing Ten Commandments plaques for public display (starting in 
1955). The cent shows an eagle with spread wings standing in front of a 
downward-pointing horseshoe dividing the date 1913. Above is F.O.E. 
CONVENTION and below is BALTIMORE • MARYLAND. 



Stewart & Co. - Pure Food Market (MD.bal-4) 

In 1901, when Louis Stewart purchased the Posner's Department Store 
building on the northeast comer of Howard and Lexington Streets, he 
named his store Stewart & Co. The name was later changed to Stewart's. 
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In 1978, the store was closed as a result of the deterioration of the 
downtown Baltimore shopping district. We believe this elongated to 
have been issued around the time of the opening of the store. The 
obverse has STEWART & CO. across the center and PURE FOOD 
MARKET above, BALTIMORE MD. below. The reverse has five lines: 
ARMOUR & COMPANY / • DAINTY • / CANNED MEATS / 
• DELICIOUS • / CHICAGO. Armour and Company was founded in 
Chicago in 1867. They issued a number of elongated cents at the turn of 
the previous century, including several for the 1901 Pan-American 
Exposition in Buffalo, New York (the reverse of NY.pae-llb is almost 
identical to the reverse of this Baltimore piece). 



BALTIMORE’S LARGEST DEPARTMENT STORE 


HOWARD AND 
LEXINGTON STS 


VtewartsIo . 


BALTIMORE 

MARYLAND 


Advertisement from the 1920 Polk & Co. Baltimore City Directory 
courtesy of www.archive.org 

Conclusion 

Only four elongated types were issued in Maryland before World War 
One, and you'd be lucky to find any in the marketplace. The Stewart & 
Co. piece is especially rare, even though the catalog does not indicate 
this. 
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WESTMINSTER COIN and CURRENCY SHOW 
Westminster Fire Hall - John Street Quarters 
28 John Street - Westminster, Maryland 
Feb. 6, 2011 & October 16, 2011 
Open: Sun - 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 


FREE ADMISSION 


FREE PARKING 


Sponsored By: 

CARL EARL OSTIGUY 

CEO COINS CURRENCY and TREASURES 
P. O. BOX 92, Savage, Maryland 20763 
443-623-7025 E-MAIL: ceocoins@comcast.net 

Visit the Website: www.coinbrowser.com 
or http ://coinshows.com/maryland.html 

http://www.coinbrowser.com/show.php?show=9778 



LOPEZ & ASSOCIATES 


INTERNATIONAL 


y P. O. Box 59 

^^ Timonium, MD 21094 

Full Service Numismatist 

(Buying, selling, appraisals, consulting, investments) 
Authorized dealer for Eagle supplies and certified coin albums 

Miguel A. Lopez (410) 302-1807 

www.LAINumismatics.com e-mail: miguelll@aol.com 


Welcome New 
Member 

#816 Thomas Betsock 


Hours: Mon - Tue 1-7: 

Thurs & Sat 1-6; Fri 1-8 
Service to the Collector Since 1964 

WHITE'S EMPORIUM 

10 W. Main St. 
Westminster, MD 21157 
Lester A. White 

410-848-3440 les.white. l@juno.com 
U.S. & World Coins Rare Coins 

Paper Money Collectibles 



















Religious Tolerance & Persecution in Maryland 

by Simcha Kuritzky, NLG 

The two historical trends that dominated Europe in the 1600s were 
colonization and religious strife. Not only did Catholic and Protestant 
countries war on each other, they attacked their own citizens who were 
of the faith out of favor. This was a major element in the English Civil 
War (1641-52), and it spilled over into the English colonies as well. 

Charles I granted Cecil Calvert a charter to become Lord Proprietor of a 
new colony on the Chesapeake Bay. His father had reverted to his child¬ 
hood faith Catholicism and Maryland was to be a haven for persecuted 
English Catholics. In 1634, his brother Leonard founded St. Mary's City 
as the capital. Most of the colonists, however, were Protestant, which 
lay the foundations of future strife. Numerous conflicts with other 
colonists marked Maryland's first few decades. However, in 1649, the 
Puritan-dominated legislature worked with the Catholic minority to pass 
the Act Concerning Religion. Although often touted as the first attempt 
at religious freedom in the New World, it was neither first nor such an 
attempt. In 1647, Rhode Island had declared that "all men may walk as 
their consciences persuaded them, without molestation—everyone in the 
name of his God." The Maryland legislation was merely an attempt to 
avoid forcing Protestants to be ruled by "Popery" or Catholics to submit 
to the Church of England. It included stiff penalties for heresy. 



Franklin Mint medals from their Colonial American History series 
issued 1976-81. At left, #9 Maryland - Catholic Colony; at right, #17 
Act Concerning Religion Passed. 

In 1654, the Puritan Commissioners of the Colony seized control from 
the Lord Proprietor. They expelled all Catholics from the Commission, 
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using as an excuse that they had sided against Parliament in the Civil 
War. Several Catholics were murdered and their property plundered. 
The practice of Catholicism was outlawed. This state of affairs lasted 
until 1658 when England restored Lord Baltimore as the Proprietor. The 
Act of Toleration was reinstituted, only to meet its first challenge. 

Dr. Jacob Lumbrozo was one of Maryland's few medical practitioners. 
However, he was a Jew, and the Act Concerning Religion made denying 
Jesus' divinity a capital offense. To its credit, the Maryland government 
held off trying him until a way availed itself to free him while saving 
face: Dr. Lumbrozo was one of several prisoners granted amnesty on the 
occasion of Richard Cromwell's accession as Lord Protector of England. 
Even though Maryland law continued to list denial of Christianity as a 
capital offense for another century, no other Jews were arrested. It was 
about this time that Lord Baltimore issued his own coinage. 



A line drawing of 
the Lord Baltimore 
shilling struck in 
England c. 1659 


The Restoration of the Monarchy immediately followed, and Charles II 
was as supportive of the Catholics in Maryland as was his father, Charles 
I. Politics quieted down and the colony prospered. But after William III 
and Mary took the English throne from James II in a bloodless coup in 
1689, Protestants in Maryland took matters into their own hands and 
seized St. Mary's City. The new monarchs granted the Protestants' 
demands to depose Baltimore and make Maryland a Crown Colony, 
which meant all residents had to pay taxes to support the Church of 
England. The new government moved the capital to Annapolis in 1695. 
In 1704, "An Act to Prevent the Growth of Popery within this Province" 
closed all Catholic schools and churches in Maryland. Although the Act 
Concerning Religion had been repealed, legislation passed in 1715 and 
1723 also made it a capital crime to deny Christianity and required a 
religious test for anyone holding public office. The situation did not 
improve until the Province of Maryland became a State. 
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In 1776, Maryland adopted a new constitution which permitted freedom 
of worship for all residents. Neither Catholics nor Jews had to worry 
about being jailed or worse for their religion. However, it retained the 
religious test, so that Catholics could be appointed or elected to public 
office but Jews and other non-Christians could not. The 1787 Northwest 
Ordinance and 1789 U.S. Constitution assured religious equality in 
federal positions and the new states. However, the U.S. Supreme Court 
was reluctant in those days to rule pre-existing laws unconstitutional. 
Meanwhile, Maryland's Jewish population grew. 

In 1797, prominent Jewish residents petitioned the Maryland Assembly 
for equal civil rights. No action was taken. Similar petitions in 1802-4 
were also rejected. By now, a number of Jews were active civically. 
Some Jews who had served bravely in the 1814 defense of Baltimore 
were allowed to serve in public office without swearing the required 
oaths. Finally the Jews managed to gain the support of legislator (and 
hence gentile) Thomas Kennedy, who championed the necessary legis¬ 
lation. By the 1820s, support for religious equality was a virtual require¬ 
ment for anyone representing Baltimore, but assured defeat in most of 
the rest of Maryland. The "Jew Bill" actually passed in 1822, but 
(because it amended the state constitution) had to be voted in a second 
time in 1823 and then it was defeated. It passed again on the last day of 
session in 1825 (when many delegates were already in recess) and was 
confirmed in 1826. Solomon Etting and Jacob Cohen were immediately 
elected to the Baltimore City Council. However, the law allowed only 
Jews to substitute an affirmation in the belief in an afterlife for the usual 
belief in Jesus' divinity. It afforded no protection to anyone who was 
neither Jewish nor Christian. The state constitution was rewritten in 
1867 to eliminate religious tests per se but still required a belief in God. 
This last inequality was overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1961. 



Franklin Mint's 
Jews of American 
History medal 
series of 1971-8 


Medal com¬ 
memorating 
Maryland's Jew 
Bill, #22 of the 
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Local News 

The 2010 MSNA raffle results were: the 1998 U.S. $10 quarter ounce 
gold eagle went to Patrick Francis Lapensee and a companion 1945 
Mexico 2 peso restrike went to the Washington Numismatic Society who 
sold the ticket. The 1912 British sovereign went to Ken Randolph. The 
1999 U.S. $5 tenth-ounce eagle went to Brent Bowman. The 2005W 
U.S. silver proof-69 DCAM eagle went to the Salisbury Coin Club. 

MSNA Past President Thomas Palmer published an article in the 
September, 2010 edition of The Celator on identifying the undertype 
coin for a Bar Kokhba zuz (coin of the Jewish Revolt 132-135 CE over¬ 
struck on a Roman denarius). 

The Washington Numismatic Society will hold their semi-annual pot- 
luck dinner at the December 21 meeting at 7 PM, where Gary Slaght, 
engraver for the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, will give a talk. On 
January 18, Gerald Grzenda will speak on the SS John Barry, which sank 
in the Arabian Sea during World War Two while carrying 3 million 
American-minted Saudi one-riyal silver coins. On February 15, they will 
play a DVD of member Simcha Kuritzky's talk on Jewish Taxation at the 
Boston ANA convention. Meetings are held at 7:30 PM at Community 
of Christ Church, 3526 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC. 
Enter through the alleyway in the back. 

Simcha Kuritzky had an article published in The Elongated Collectors 
journal on a give-away elongated cent at a professional conference. It 
won the 2010 Editor's Award. His article on modem Zionism's history is 
appearing in four parts in the American Israel Numismatic Association's 
journal The Shekel, starting with the July-August, 2010 issue. 

The Montgomery County Coin Club will hold their annual donated 
auction to benefit the Silver Spring Boys and Girls Club on December 14 
7:15 PM at the Schweinhaut Senior Citizens Center at 1000 Forest Glen 
Road near Georgia Avenue and the DC Beltway. MCCC members 
donated common foreign coins for Financial Literacy Day on November 
19 at the Stephen Decatur Middle School in Clinton, Maryland. This 
event was sponsored by Operation HOPE and the Women in Housing & 
Finance Foundation and taught sixth, seventh and eighth graders about 
money, banking, checking accounts, credit cards, and investing. The 
foreign coins added historical and fun dimensions to the learning 
experience and served as a reward to the children. 
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All four incumbent officers were re-elected (no surprise there, as they 
were all uncontested). This is the second year for Jack Schadegg as 
President, so he will not be running again next year. Below on the left 
are Simcha Kuritzky, Treasurer, Jack Schadegg, President, and Bryce 
Doxzon, Secretary. 



Q. David Bowers (above right) spoke on the history of the American 
Numismatic Association at the Whitman Baltimore Expo on November 
5. He started with the complex relationship between The Numismatist 
journal and the ANA, the growth in collecting popularity in the 1930s, 
his start as a dealer in the 1950s, and the relationship between the ANA 
and the PNG. About 30 people attended. Stack's sponsored the talk and 
offered a free on-line ANA membership to everyone who attended. 

$50 Prize Money Offered for Best Article 

Write an article for the Maryland Numismatist and be in the running to 
win $50 in gift certificates redeemable at the November, 2011 Whitman 
show in Baltimore. There must be at least three authors who are 
published in the Spring - Autumn 2011 issues, excluding the editor, who 
is not eligible. All articles (even multiples by the same author) will be 
entered automatically, and will be judged for quality by a panel chosen 
by the MSNA board. 

Baltimore Holds Local Currency Design Contest 

The Baltimore Green Currency Association (http://baltimoregreen 
currency.org/) launched a design contest for Baltimore's very first local 
currency to establish an alternative economy that will strengthen local 
business. Artists were encouraged to submit a candidate design for the 
BNote by November 11, 2010, and the organization expects to roll out 
the notes in the Hampden neighborhood (just northeast of Druid Hill 
Park) in the spring of 2011. 
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What’s Your Sign? 

Part Eight: The Ushers Medals 

by Simcha Kuritzky, NLG 

The Great Depression gave us the modem zodiac medal. Perhaps people 
felt there was so little luck to go around that they resorted to buying 
small pocket pieces; maybe the medal manufacturers decided business 
was slow enough it was worth minting medals to be sold for a quarter or 
half dollar a piece. Whatever the reason, two popular zodiac series both 
have a 1936 copyright date. This time, I will discuss the medals issued 
by the magician Ushers of Venice Beach (next to Los Angeles), 
California. Next time, I will discuss Zolar's Lucky Buddha medals. 

There are a number of people who collect magicians' memorabilia, and 
some of it gets quite pricey. At the ANA convention in LA, I met some 
people who specialize in The Ushers medals. One told me that the 
medals were issued in brass, bronze, or gilded brass, though it is difficult 
to tell the difference. He also verified the Gemini and Virgo medals are 
the scarcest. Both of these are Mercury signs, and Mercury is associated 
with logic and rational thinking. When people ask me if I believe in 
astrology, I like to tell them that, as a Virgo, I'm too rational to believe in 
it. However, either we Virgos and our cousins the Geminis believe that, 
or the medal producers believe it, because the Ushers aren't the only 
medal sets where Virgo and Gemini are the scarcest. 

Each 25.9mm, 7 gram medal has a depiction of one zodiac sign on the 
obverse. All the obverses have the lucky numbers at top and the lucky 
day at bottom. The sign dominates the obverse with a shooting star 
above. The star is a hollow six-pointed star with the zodiac's sigil inside, 
and the name in large letters in the comet's tail. Somewhere near the 
sign is the sigil of the associated planet. These came out the year Pluto 
was discovered, so while they include the new planets Uranus and 
Neptune, they don't include Pluto. The medals are unusual in that they 
don't list the dates of the zodiac sign. 

I have only found one variety, which is another way of saying that 
almost all of the obverses are the same for each sign, even when mated 
with different reverses. The only variety is with Gemini, where one has 
an incomplete Mercury sigil and portrait of the twin boys (the Dioscuri). 
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The planets match the ancient planetary signs, but I don't know why they 
assigned Wednesday to Uranus (usually Aquarius is Saturn and Satur¬ 
day) and Friday to Neptune (usually Pisces is Jupiter and Thursday). 
The lucky numbers also seem to have no rhyme or reason. They often 
are not in sequential order. The number 8 appears for 8 different signs 


Zodiac Sign 

Planet 

Lucky Day 

Lucky Numbers 

cp 

Aries 

c? 

Mars 

Tuesday 

2-1-7-6 

b 

Taurus 

9 

Venus 

Friday 

2-7-0-9 

n 

Gemini 

5 

Mercury 

Wednesday 

8 - 3 - 4 - 7 

s 

Cancer 

( 

Moon 

Monday 

<N 

1 

m 

1 

OS 

1 

00 

si 

Leo 

0 

Sun 

Sunday 

in 

1 

o\ 

1 

t> 

1 

<N 

m 

Virgo 

$ 

Mercury 

Wednesday 

7 - 8 - 4 - 3 

SL 

Libra 

9 

Venus 

Friday 

6-9-7 

m 

Scorpio 

d 

Mars 

Tuesday 

3 - 5 - 7 - 8 


Sagittarius 

21 

Jupiter 

Thursday 

OO 

1 

Q\ 

1 

so 

1 

vs 

Capricorn 

b 

Saturn 

Saturday 

<N 

1 

OO 

1 

OS 

1 

so 

/W 

A/V 

Aquarius 


Uranus 

Wednesday 

3-4-8 

X 

Pisces 

¥ 

Neptune 

Friday 

1 

in 

1 

OO 

1 

<N 
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and 7 for 6, while 0 appears only once and 1 twice. Most signs have four 
lucky digits but three signs have only three. All of Aquarius' lucky digits 
are also lucky for Gemini and Virgo, but that may be because they all 
have Wednesday as their lucky day. In any event, I've yet to figure out 
how anyone assigns lucky digits to the different zodiac signs. 


The reverses all have a ringed planet in the center of a circle of all 12 
zodiac sigils. There are four stars over the planet, one larger than the 
rest. Around the edge facing away from the center is * WEALTH * 
HEALTH * HAPPINESS *. I've found three different reverses and one 
variety. What I assume is the earliest version has no writing on the 
planet. A small COPYRIGHT 1936 BY appears above and THE 
USHERS - VENICE CALIF appears below. At the very top is GOOD 
LUCK facing towards the center. The second type moves the copyright 
inscription to below the planet and puts THE USHERS in large letters 
over the planet and VENICE, CAL. on the ring. The third type has 
WISHING YOU at top, and the ring's inscription is VENICE CALIF. A 
copyright symbol © appears below the planet with no date or words, 
along with clouds and 2 stars. Although no longer in production, the 
Ushers medals are still one of the more popular zodiac series. 



mm si 


The obverse variety has ai 
incomplete Mercury sign am 
the twins' bodies fade wei 
above the inner circle (at left' 
which I assume is the earlie 
version. 


The reverse variety is of th 
second type. One has the V o 
VENICE to the right of the ( 
in COPYRIGHT while th 
other is to the left. 
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EXHIBIT AGREEMENT 

This agreement made and entered into this_day of_2011 by the 

MARYLAND STATE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, INC., Baltimore 
Convention Center, and Whitman Coin & Collectibles Expo LLC, hereinafter referred 

to as party of the first part; and _ hereinafter 

referred to as party of the second part. (Exhibitor Name) 

WITNESSETH: That for and in consideration of the opportunity to exhibit numismatic 
material which may consist of but shall not be limited to coins, tokens, medals, paper 
currency, and to compete against other exhibits for awards, the said parties mutually agree 
as follows: 

I. That the party of the first part will provide security guards for the Bourse and Exhibit 
areas during the period of the show, and the presence of the security guards is provided as a 
convenience only and is not intended to be an expressed or implied warranty of guarantee 
against any loss or injury whatsoever. 

H. That the party of the second part hereby remits, releases and forever discharges the 
party of the first part, its officers, committees, member clubs, host clubs, members and 
employees either in their official corporate capacity, or in their individual or personnel 
capacity of and from all manner of actions, causes of actions, suits, proceedings, debts, 
contracts, judgments, damages, claims, and any loss, theft or damage of any kind which 
may occur to its possessions and exhibits howsoever sustained either directly or indirectly 
in connection with said convention and show including but not limited to the Bourse- 
Exhibit area or other convention space, and the street area near the Baltimore Convention 
Center and that the party of the first part, its officers, committees, club members, host 
clubs, or employees, may plead this release in bar of any claim demand, or cause of action 
instituted by the party of the second part. 

III. That the party of the second part does, by this instrument, covenant with the said party 
of the first part to forever refrain from instituting or in any way aiding any claim, demand, 
action or cause of action, for damages, as a result of any loss or theft to the party of the 
second part during the said convention and show. 

AS WITNESS the following signatures this_day of_2011. 

BY:_(MSNA Official) 

Party of the First Part 

BY:_(Exhibitor) 

Party of the Second Part 


BY: 


Party or Guardian if Exhibitor is under 18 years of age. 
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MARYLAND STATE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
April 1-3, 2011 
Baltimore Convention Center 
One West Pratt St. 

Baltimore, Maryland 


EXHIBITOR: 


please print) 


Date: 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: _ STATE: _ ZIP: 

PHONE: (home) _ (work) _ (cell) 

CLUB AFFILIATION(S): _ 


THE EXHIBITOR IS (check one): JUNIOR _ (under 18) SENIOR 

MY EXHIBIT WILL BE: COMPETITIVE _ NON-COMPETITIVE _ 

TYPE OF NUMISMATIC MATERIAL TO BE EXHIBITED: 

U.S. COINS 
U.S. PAPER MONEY 
ANCIENT COINS 
TOKENS 

OTHER (Please specify) 

EXHIBIT TITLE: _ 

NUMBER OF CASES (Maximum of 6): _ 

I WILL NEED CASES _ I HAVE MY OWN CASES _ 

CASES TO BE FLAT ON TABLE: HORIZONTAL _ VERTICAL 

OTHER SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: _ 

MAIL SIGNED APPLICATION (by February 26) TO: 

Bryce Doxzon 
1712 Langford Road 
Baltimore, MD 21207 

EXHIBITOR 
SIGNATURE 


If more than one exhibit is to be entered, submit an application for each 

one. A total of ten cases may be used for all exhibits, and six cases for 

each exhibit. All material must be owned by the exhibitor, cannot identify 
the exhibitor, advertize items for sale, and must be genuine unless 

otherwise noted. Set up times are 9AM-6PM Friday and 9-11AM Saturday. 

Exhibitors may remove their material noon-3PM Sunday. 


GUARDIAN 

SIGNATURE _ 

(if a minor) 


GOLD 

MEDALS 


FOREIGN COINS 
FOREIGN PAPER MONEY 
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Maryland State Numismatic 
Association, Inc. 

P. O. Box 13504 
Silver Spring, MD 20911-3504 


Dedicated, to attaining knowledge and. fulfillment in Numismatics 


Membership Application/Renewal 

Date:_ MSNA #:_(for renewal) 


I hereby apply for membership/renewal in the Maryland State Numisma¬ 
tic Association, Inc., subject to its constitution & by-laws. (Please Print) 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY:_STATE:_ZIP:_ 

E-Mail:_ 

□ Tax-deductible donation to MSNA $_ 

If ANA member, please give us the ANA Number _ 

The items below are only requested for original membership application: 
Numismatic specialties:_ 


Other Numismatic Affiliations: 


Signature:_ 

Sponsor No. 1:_ 

Sponsor No. 2:_ 

For junior membership please include: 

Guardian Signature:_ Birth Year:_ 

Fee of $15 (club), $10 (individual) or $2 (under 18) must accompany this form for 
calendar year dues ($5 individual after August 1). Life member upgrades are: $200 
(age 50 & under), $125 (51-65), $75 (66 & over). Pay by check or PayPal (direct bank 
transfer or e-check only as a gift to Simcha.Kuritzky@cgifederal.com). 
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Maryland Coin Show Dates 

All shows have free admission. Only the Whitman show does not have free parking. 

19 Dec. - Baltimore Friendly Monthly Stamp and Coin Show, Pikes- 
ville Hilton, 1726 Reisterstown Rd (1-695 exit 20) Pikesville, MD; 10-4. 

2011 

7-8 Jan. - Frederick Coin & Currency Show, Grange Hall, 1 South 
8th Alley, New Market, MD; 9:30-4:30. 

23 Jan. - Baltimore Area Numismatic Coalition Show, Holiday Inn, 
1100 Cromwell Bridge Road, Towson, MD; 9-4. 410-256-1832 evening 

6 Feb. - Westminster Fire Hall Coin and Currency Show, West¬ 
minster Fire Hall, 28 John Street, Westminster, MD; 9-4:30. 

13 Feb. - Salisbury Coin Club Show and Sale, Moose Lodge 654, 833 
Snow Hill Road, Salisbury, MD; 10-5. 

5-6 Mar. - Interstate Coin Show, Grand Venice Hotel, 431 Dual 
Highway, Hagerstown, MD. Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4. 

27 Mar. - Annapolis Coin and Currency Show, Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), Edgewater, MD; 9-4:30. 

31 Mar.-3 Apr. - Whitman Baltimore Coin & Currency Convention, 

Baltimore Convention Center, 1 West Pratt Street; Thu 12-6, Fri-Sat 10- 
6, Sun. 10-3. MSN A will sponsor an exhibit competition. 

21 May - Bel Mar Bi-Annual Coin Show, Grove Church Hall, 50 East 
Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen, MD. 9-3. 

5 June - Baltimore Area Numismatic Coalition Show, Holiday Inn, 
1100 Cromwell Bridge Road, Towson, MD; 9-4. 410-256-1832 evening 

16-19 June - Whitman Baltimore Coin & Currency Convention, 

Baltimore Convention Center, 1 West Pratt Street; Thu 12-6, Fri-Sat 10- 
6, Sun. 10-3. MSN A Distinguished Speakers Series Lecture on Friday. 

26 June - Annapolis Coin and Currency Show, Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), Edgewater, MD; 9-4:30. 

3-4 Sept. - Interstate Coin Show, Grand Venice Hotel, 431 Dual 
Highway, Hagerstown, MD. Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4. 




MEMBER CLUBS IN GOOD STANDING (* denotes charter) 


Baltimore Area Numismatic 
Coalition 

P. 0. Box 3273 

Baltimore, MD 21228-0273 

Baltimore Coin Club * 

P. O. Box 43681 

Baltimore, MD 21236-0681 
(410) 284-8382 

Bowie Coin Club 

P. 0. Box 913 

Bowie, MD 20718-0913 
bowiecoinclub.com 

Belmar Coin Club * 

P. O. Box 273 

Fallston, MD 21047 

Cambridge Coin Club 

P. O. Box 932 

Cambridge, MD 21613 
umesgrad@fastol.com 

Harford Coin Huskers* 

P. 0. Box 2 

Fork, MD 21051 

Carroll Co. Coin Club* 
c/o Lester A. White 

10 West Main Street 
Westminster, MD 21157 

Les. white. 1 @juno.com 

Catonsville Coin Club * 

P. O. Box 3273 

Baltimore, MD 21228-0273 
Bryce.Doxzon@us.army.mil 

Colonial Coin Club * 

P. 0. Box 884 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

Frederick County Coin Club 

P. O. Box 1164 

Frederick, MD 21702 
ccplants@ufl.edu 

Maryland Token & Medal 
Society 

P. 0. Box 644 

Gambrills, MD 21054 

St. Maries Coin Club 

P. 0. Box 365 

Lusby, MD 20657 
smcc. anaclub s. org 

Middle River Coin Club * 
c/o Baltimore County 

Dept, of Recreation & Parks 
Victory Villa Community Ctr 
404 Compass Road 

Baltimore, MD 21220 

Montgomery County 

Coin Club 

P. 0. Box 13504 

Silver Spring, MD 20911 
montgomerycoinclub.org 

Salisbury Coin Club * 
c/o George Pletha, Jr. 

11437 Hudson White Road 

Deal Island, MD 21821-1143 
salisburycoinclub.com 

Interstate Coin Club 

P. O. Box 1901 

Hagerstown, MD 21742 

Washington Numismatic 
Society 

P. 0. Box 9413 

Washington, DC 20016 

wns.anaclubs.org 

aacoinman@aol.coin 

Maryland Numismatic Society 
P.O.Box 681 

Riderwood, MD 21139 

South Glen Bumie Coin Club 
c/o Darrel King 

8017 Clark Station Road 
Severn, MD 21144 
sgbcc.com 

Western Maryland Coin Club* 
662 Greene Street, Suite 2 
Cumberland, MD 21502 


ADVERTISING IN THE MARYLAND NUMISMATIST 




Per Issue: 

2 Issues: 

3 Issues: 

4 Issues: 

1 Page 

@ 

$20.00 

$38.00 

$56.00 

$74.00 

3/4 Page 

@ 

$16.00 

$31.00 

$45.00 

$60.00 

1/2 Page 

@ 

$12.00 

$23.00 

$34.00 

$45.00 

1/4 Page 

@ 

$ 8.00 

$15.00 

$23.00 

$30.00 

1/8 Page 

@ 

$ 4.00 

$ 8.00 

$12.00 

$15.00 

Issue Dates and Approximate Deadlines for 2010: 





Spring 

Summer 

Autumn 

Winter 

Content due: 

February 25 

May 15 

August 15 

November 15 

In Mail: 


March 8 

June 1 

September 1 

December 1 


Send all ads and checks or articles for publication to: 

MSNA Editor or via E-Mail to: 

Simcha Kuritzky Simcha.Kuritzky@cgifederal.com 

Post Office Box 13504 

Silver Spring, MD 20911-3504 PayPal bank transfers or e-checks 

only may be made to above address. 
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